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FOREIGN OONTENT
CONTINUES DECLINE

I;ltholnne, I%O(No l)umedthis

newsletter, we' cited. Commerce

in re-imporied semiconductors (components

medbynemsmmdMWdtthS

Tariff Code} was declining.
Morerecemﬁgureshearontthxstrmd In

1978 U.S. imports of semiconductors rose to

total was imported under 807 or 806.30.

imported., while $591,830,000 represented
foreign vaiue added (dutiable value). Thus, the
foreign content dropped from 54% in 1976 and
45%m1977to40%ml978 {“Import Trends
in TSUS Items 806.30 and 807.00,” U.S.

International Trade Commission Pnbhcaﬁon

1029, January, IW)

OODH’ANIESEXPECTSHOBT
. RECESSION

Thongh US aemicondnaor firms are
finally fecling the effects of the current recssion,
they expect the current sales slowdown to be
short-hived. Tbeyuestiﬂmvesnngmnew
facilities, expecting continuing rapid growth
~ through the 1980’s. See Business Week (July
EN < l%)fcamoredaaﬂedmecnon

AUSTRALIA JOINS SILICON
SWEEPSTAKES

The University of New South Wales in
Kensington (Sydney), Australia, has annoonced

Department |
ﬁgmsbwmgthauheabueoffmvigncmwnt'
 panels and semiconductors. (Semdconducior

economic mission visited Silicon Valley to
$1.8 billion. $1,478,535,000, w&%o{that‘

plans to manufacture the first silicon wafers in
Australia, for eventual comnmercial use in solar

International, July-August, 1980}
Not too long ago (June, 1980), an Australian

encourage American electronics firms to locate
in the Australian capitel of Csnbesta. The

$§386,705,000 represented U.S. content, re-

~ One can ovder a fmme illustrated
hvcbmeonthemmmalnmaldwhmof
" Jabor at Levi

focusing on work in the Philippines, from

team stressed Australia’s comvenient location,
near Asia. Mission spokesman Neville Whiffen
told the Peninsuls Times Tribune, “We are
saying that we are sitting at the base of the

Pac:ﬁc Bmin >

LEVI’S IN THE PHIIJPP]NES

(the famous, San
Francisco-based denim jean manufscturer)

Cynthia Enloe, ¢/0 Government Department,

Clark Unpiversity, Massachnsetts, 01610,
- U1L.S.A. Ratbathmmomy,plenemdmmm
‘!imm within USl or “herd-to-get wcmm%




SRI LANKA

The Groater Colombe Economic
Commission, in Sri Lanka (Ceylon), has put
together a package which is proving atiractive
to offshore manufacturing ventures. Between
July, 1978 and November, 1979 the GCEC
approved 83 projects fmm 25 countries,
representing an investment of USE150 million.
The Commission reporied 13 f{actories m
production and 23 under construction. It
projocts eventual export sales of US$400 million
annually providing 33.000 jobs.

Textile companiea are most active, with
companies from Taiwan, South Korea, Hong
Kong, and Singapore establishing operations in
Snl.mhtoawxdtheqnotssplaoedontbw

company--one or more assemblers of
MICTOPrOCeSSOTs.
Here’'s what the
Kamnayake, the first of three export processing
zones, in its brochure and ads m publications
such as the Wall Street Journal, Far Eastern
Economic Review, and Elecironic News:
L A ten-year tax boliday,

international

ad)acent

airport,
teleoommnnications, and low-cost utilities;

for expatriate English-speaking executives; and

4. An educsted; Enghab»speakmg highly
productive woxkiom,

expensiveinAnl.

~ the privately held Robin Group, plans to supply

- International, July-August, 1980)

GCEC offers at

3. Desirable but inexpensive living condltions -

‘among the least

i~

SINGAPORE VENTURE

Singapore continues to lead Asian nations
(excluding Japan) in semiconductor

sophistication. Nanotek, a new subsidiary of

photomasks for wafer fabrication from a new,
15,000 square-foot plant in the Jurong
Indnstrhl Estate. The plant will serve a

~ reported 11 oompmies already doing some type

of wafer fabrication in Singapore, as well as
operations elsewhere. (Semiconductor

While this is & major advancement for
Singapore, it is important to recognize that the
most sophisticated forms of wafer fab remain in
the U.S. and Japan.

INTEL TO ISRAEL

INTEL, which has employed up to 50

peopleatanmmtedcmndemgnmu
Haifa, Israel, since 1974, plamtoanablmbm
first overseas swafer fabvicetion plant in
Jerusalem. (Electronics, July 31, mm

Vamwmm:dwmmadw@

s oenwrmlmel. Elmrow(()czobﬂzs, 1979)

3 I ’ Colomboa .uemnve, R&Dmlmdeom%%oiwhsut

costs in the United States,”” becanse
professional salaries are lower and the
government subsidizes development.

MOSTEK--COMING HOME

MOSTEK, recently acquired by United
Technologies (formerly United  Aireraft), is
planning to shift all read-only memory (ROM)
po&mamblyworkfmmiul\hhymn
assembly plant to” its Carollton, Texas
headquarters by early 1981. Ehctmm{July
17, 1980) reports that the company plans to
mdnoe'!ddﬁmaby“motothreewnhm

: . ."




TMX SHIFTS PRODUCI‘I'ON

Ibon (Box 1283, Manila) reports that TMX,
a wholly owned subsidiary of U.S. watchmaker
Timex, is reducing employment at its Quezon
City (Manila area) plant as it brings on line its
new factory at the Mactan Export Processing
Zone {near Cebu Ciiy, also in the Philippines).
Approximately 1,800 of the 4,400 employees in
QC. have been terminated this year. Ibon
{Judy 31, 1980} reports, “‘Workers suspect that
this is & move to make (Cubzo merely a
warchonse or & city office . . .”
. fbon also describes & series of rafiles and
bonuses usad by the company to eahance

pmqu at the waich assembly plant.

STANFORD MICROS YSTEMS
STANFORD MICROSYSTEMS, a locally

owned assembly subcontmctor in the
Philippines, is expanding agmi Already the
largest electronics company in the Philippines
{ranked by sales), 1t is building a new, 75,000
square-foot plant near Manila, Semiconductor

International {July-August. 1980) reports that

the facility features foll humidity and dust
controls, de-fonized water systems, and a self-

contzined machine shop. More significant, the
plant will antomate all bonding operations

SUBSCRIPTIONS

subscriptions to the newsletter are USSS 00.--
(U$15 00 international airmail).

SIGNETICS

SIGNETICS, of Sunnyvale, Caliiomnia, is
planhing to expand integrated circuit assembly
in Thailand with a new plant to be completed ip
early 1981, Signetics currently employs 1500
people in Bangkok, producing $10 million
worth of integrated circuits a year. It expects t¢
double its production capacity with the new
plant. Signetics, which is owned by PHILIPS
{Netherlands), operates assembly plants in the
Philippines, South Korea, and Taiwan as well.
Already under fire from U.S. agencies for
unhealthy working conditions, Signetics faced

- an unforeseen health problem, this July,

directly related to its foreign production.
Reportedly, from one to three employees at its
Sunnyvale piant contracted typhus {ever after
being bhitten by {leas that emived with
components from the company subsidiary in
either Thailand or Korea.
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