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ATARI 

Atari, the Silicon Valley-based video-game 
pioneer now owned by Warner Communica­
tions has announced plans to produce home 
computers in Hong Kong and Taiwan, begin­
ning January, 1983. Production will take-place 
at facilities already producing games for Atari. 
Atari-Wong, the company's joint venture in 
Hong Kong, will enlarge employment from 700 
to 1000. 

One should not, at this point, project a 
massive shift of home computer assembly to the 
Far East, however. Atari says computers 
produced in the Far East will be marketed 
there, while the U.S. market will be served from 
its home facilities in Silicon Valley (Electronics 
News, October 11, 1982). It is possible that 
shipping costs outweigh the savings of cheap 
labor. 

FAIRCHILD CUTS 

Pioneer chip-maker Fairchild Camera and 
Instrument, now a subsidiary of Schlumberger, 
is reducing its workforce again. In September 
the company laid off about 800 workers. Al­
though cyclical business trends may have _ac­
celerated the lay-offs, they are part of a five­
year plan to -reduce employment from 30,000 
worldwide in 1979 to 19,000 to 20,000. 
(Electronics News, September 27, 1982) 

MATTEL 

November, 1982 

Mattel, the toymaker whose home computer 
entry is considered overpriced, has switched to 
an off shore manufacturer of keyboards to cut 
costs. Mattel has contracted with Radofin, 
which is a subsidiary of.Fobel PLC, London, to 
assemble keyboards· in Hong Kong. Radofin 
already assembles Mattel's lntellivision video­
game system. Radofin plans to open a new 
manufacturing facility in China, near Hong 

, Kong, in February, 1983. Electronics News 
(September 27, 1983) suggests that the new 
plant will produce Mattel computers. 

Meanwhile, Mattel's former_ keyboa�d 
supplier, Compro Electronics of Costa Mesa, 
California, is suing Mattel for breach of 
contract. 

INDIA 

In India, the _government-backed Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research failecL-to 
develop an indigenous color television receiver 
design by the government's November 
deadline. The project faced both technical and 
political problems, but wanting to have Indian-< 
assembled sets available for the Asian games, 
the government in June authorized the import 
of 90,000 kits. Those kits were distributed to 22 
Indian manufacturers for assembly and 
marketing. 










